
Christmas Fire Protection Tips 
 

To ensure a Merry Christmas and fire safe Holiday Season 
for everyone, your fire dept. suggests the following fire safety 
guidelines be observed: 
 
Tree: Get a freshly cut tree. It will stay green longer and be 
less of a fire hazard. A tree with high moisture content is 
safer. Place the tree in a stand that will hold 2 to  
3 litres of water and top it up daily. Do not set your tree up 
near a heat source such as a radiator, television, fireplace, 
heating duct or sunny window. It should not block doors. 
Never use lighted candles on the tree. 
 
Decorations: Choose decorations that are flame-retardant, 
non-combustible and non-conductive. If there are young 
children or pets in your home, avoid very small decorations. 
Avoid using angel hair (glass wool) together with spray-on 
snowflakes. This combination is highly combustible. Do not 
use metallic ornaments on the tree. If they make contact with 
defective wiring they could become a shock hazard. 
 
Lights: Use Canadian Standards Association (CSA) certified 
light strings/sets. Use the proper lights for the environment. 
Indoor light strings/sets should not be used outdoors 
because they lack weatherproof connections. Some outdoor 
light strings/sets burn too hot indoors. Inspect light 
strings/set before use. Check for cracked bulbs and for 
frayed, broken or exposed wires, and discard if faulty. Turn 
off all tree and display lights before retiring for the night or 
before leaving the house. 
 
Candles: Place candles away from absolutely anything that 
could catch fire. Never leave burning candles unattended. 
Burn them only when a responsible adult is overseeing the 



flame. Put candles in sturdy holders on a stable surface, well 
away from drafts, curtains, children and pets. Snuff them out 
before leaving the room or going to sleep. 
 
Electrical Outlets: There is often a tendency to overload 
wall outlets during the holiday season. This is an unsafe 
practice and should be avoided even for short durations. 
Inspect all cords before using. Make sure they are CSA 
certified. Look for loose connections or frayed or exposed 
wire. Discard any defective cords. Read the labels and 
manufacturer’s instructions to ensure proper use. Insert 
plugs fully into outlets. Poor contact may cause overheating 
or shock. To avoid possible overheating, do not coil or bunch 
an extension cord which is in use and do not run it under 
carpets or rugs. 
 
Last but not least ... make sure your smoke detectors work. 
It’s best to have one working smoke alarm on every level of 
your home. 
 


