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Sparkys Safety Tips
Plan and Practice Your 
Escape!
A fire safety escape plan tells everyone 
what to do if your home catches on fire.  
Your family needs to discuss fire safety 
issues, and design an escape plan for 
your home.  The escape plan needs to 
inform everyone in your family of the 
two safest routes out of each room in 
your house and where to meet once 
outside.

Smoke Detectors Save 
Lives!
Smoke detectors sense smoke long 
before fire has had time to spread.  
Install detectors outside each sleeping 
area and on each level of the home.  Test 
it at least once a month and replace the 
battery every year, pick a day and make 
it your smoke detectors birthday and 
give it a new battery.

Crawl Low Under 
Smoke!
Heat rises carrying smoke with it so the 
air will be cooler and   on your hands 
and knees and keep your head 12 to 24 
inches above the floor.

Matches & Lighters are 
Tools Not Toys!
Teach Children that matches and lighters 
are tools for adults, not toys and if they 
see matches or lighters to tell an adult.  
Use only lighters designed with child-
resistant features and store them out of 
sight and reach of children.

Practice Stop, Drop 
and Roll!
If you or your clothes catch on fire.
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IN CASE OF FIRE
Fire Department 456-3345

Kids Zone
Can You Find Your Way?

CROSSWORD PuZZlE

On June 24, 2009, the Northern Peninsula 
Regional Service Board (NorPen) was granted 
approval to operate the Straits Volunteer Regional 
Fire Department (SVRFD), which was facilitated 
by a $232,000 investment by the Provincial 
Government.  This funding was used to pay off 
the loan on the fire truck, the fire hall will be 
completed and to purchase new equipment. 
This move extends the responsibilities of NorPen 
to include fire protection services, in addition 
to waste management for the region which it 
currently manages.

The Straits Volunteer Regional Fire Dept. will 
continue to operate from Flower’s Cove and 

provide fire services for residents of Anchor Point 
to Eddies Cove East, affecting 740 households 
and 65 business properties which will be covered 
by the new arrangement for fire protections.

“NorPen is very pleased to be given the 
opportunity to provide an effective fire services 
program for those towns, “said Doug Mills, 
Chair of the Northern Peninsula Regional Service 
Board. “We are looking forward to working with 
government, communities and the existing fire 
department on this regional activity”.  Pictured 
below is the regional fire truck to service business 
and residents in this area.  
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Across
1. What does a firefighter wear on his head?

3. Put cool           on a burn.

4. Check your           alarm every month.

7. A firefighter slides down a         to his truck.

9. If there is a fire, you       out and stay out.

10. A firefighter is your           

12. The way out of a room is called an         

Down
1. A firefighter sprays water from a         
2.               are a tool.

5. Have a               place outside your home.

6. A firefighter rides in a fire          

8.  You call the Fire Department from         
door.

11.   Practice E.D.I.T.H. - Exit             In The 
Home.

13. Have        ways out of every room. 

   Emergency Phone Numbers
Fire Department 709-456-3345
RCMP 709-456-2500
Ambulance 709-456-3344
Hydro 709-456-2600
Dept of Highways 709-456-2436
Poison Control 709-722-1110

NPRSB Board Members
Mr. Doug Mills 
Mr. Edgar Fillier
Mr. Cecil Hughes
Mrs. Iris Decker
Mr. Richard May

Mr. Tennis Cassell 
Mrs. Jayne Caines

SVRFD Committee Members
Mr. Cecil Hughes
Mr. Keith Billard
Mr. Richard May

Mr. Hank Diamond
Mrs. Jayne Caines
Mr. Kirby Hughes

Mr. Wallace Genge

Northern Peninsula Regional
Service Board
P.O. Box 130

St. Anthony, NL
A0K 4S0

Tel: 709-454-3110 Fax: 709-454-3818
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Chief’s Report
Finally, it is nice to be able to say, we can see light at the end of a long tunnel. Our decision to join 

with NorPen services this year, to make our Fire Dept complete, should be one of our better moves.  I’m 
very excited to see what the final product will be like when we get our equipment, training in place, and 
feel comfortable in this region for the first time.

I’ve been Regional Fire Chief for many years now and this Dept has had a difficult time trying to keep 
the wheels rolling. Thanks to a few people who share the same interest and had the same goal of a Fire 
Department being able to run self sufficiently, this is a dream come true! 

We have 13 communities that we provide Fire and Emergency Services to. We have always tried 
to have members from each community so that the responding crew can take advantage of their 
local knowledge when it comes to who is home, roads (access) and water supplies etc.., With so 

many seasonal workers, we found it very difficult at times to have the Fire Department active in current training.  However 
we conduct training monthly regardless of how many members attend. We would like nothing more than to have some 
new firefighter’s join our Department and become part of a proud team.  You must be 18 years old to join, mentally and 
physical capable of understanding your role with the Fire Department.  We have been very lucky when it comes to any major 
catastrophe.  We have had a few events over the years and it’s only a matter of time until we have another one which is one 
of my fears. Will we be ready?  Will we be prepared? Will we have enough resources? You can have an unlimited supply of 
equipment available, but if you don’t have the knowledge to use it; it’s worthless. 

I truly think that if we all put a little effort into making our region a safer place either by joining the Fire Department or just 
doing some preventive measures around your own home or community, we can keep our region safer for all.

Fire Chief, Hank Diamond

Brief History

(Back l-r) Todd Chislett, Fire Chief, Hank Diamond, laud Noseworthy , Ronald Way, Jamie Hughes,  Randy Noseworthy, Kirby 
Hughes, Mark lawless, (Front l-r) Murray Whalen, Dennis Mitchelmore, Derek Coles, Kevin Diamond, George Caines, Primas 
Noseworthy, Missing from photo:  Morgan Macey, Blaise Parrill, Gerald Coates, Ted King, Trent White and John Moores.

Volunteer Fire Fighters
The fire department currently consist of 20 dedicated volunteers.  These men are trained to fight fires and respond to  

emergency situations from Eddies Cove East to Anchor Point.  In the event of a fire the number to call is 456-3345. Once 
this number is called the person on call will immediately contact the hospital dispatcher who pages all fire fighters. These 
volunteers put much time and effort into what they do and we are grateful for such devoted fire fighters.  

The Straits Volunteer Regional Fire Department was revived on 
December 12, 2001 after almost a decade of being dormant.  Both 
fire trucks were very old and inoperative with mechanical and chassis 
problems.

Although a few community brigades in the Straits area of thirteen 
(13) communities were active, most were decimated over the years by 
outmigration and lack of interest.  Mr. Wayne Hughes, Fire Chief and Mr. 
Doug Genge, Treasurer, managed to hold the fort until this meeting was 
held.

Twenty-four people representing seven communities attended this vital 
meeting.  An executive was formed, namely, Keith Billard,  Chairperson, 
Murray Whalen, Secretary, Doug Genge, Treasurer and Hank Diamond 
volunteered as Fire Chief.

The goals were very basic:
1.  Apply to Municipal Affairs and the Fire Commissioner Office for a 

much needed fire tanker truck ($180,000.00 at a 50:50 ratio);
2. Re-establish all community brigades and begin regional training;
3.  Complete an inventory of what we have and what we need in the 

future;
4.  Form a contingency plan for emergency responses plus engage 

other fire departments for mutual aid.

In June 2002, we passed a motion to establish a fire protection fee of 
$60.00 per year per household in order to pay our share of the fire tanker 
truck.  This worked out to $5.00 per month or $0.16 per day.

The Department of Municipal Affairs approved our application for 
the fire truck on July 3, 2002.  Tenders went out on November 1, 2002 
and we received our truck the following spring.  Through a community 
enhancement project we built a regional fire hall but it was not completed 
inside.  

Since then the fire department was collecting between 85%-90% of a 
voluntary fire protection fees.  However, over time, our collection of fees 
was reduced to 40% or less.

Under this new agreement with NorPen and the Department of 
Municipal Affairs the fire protection fee becomes a “tax”.  The government 
has invested $232,000.00 which involved paying off our fire truck 
($27,000.00); complete the fire hall ($76,000.00); new bunker suits 
($50,000.00), etc.

With the efficient and effective collection of the fire protection tax, the 
Straits Volunteer Regional Fire Department Inc. will be properly equipped, 
trained and will be sustainable in the future.

I would like to introduce myself to the 
residents of Eddies Cove East to Anchor 
Point.  My name is Kathy Parrill, I am the 
new administrator for Fire Services under 
the Northern Peninsula Regional Service 
Board.

I look forward to working with all 
residents, business owners and different 
levels of government.

For questions concerns or comments 
please contact the office.

WINTER SAFETY TIPS
               Keeping Your Home Safe and Warm!

• Make sure heating equipment is installed properly.
•  Keep portable heaters at least 3 feet from anything that can 

burn.
•  Have your fireplace chimney and flue inspected each year 

and cleaned if needed. Use a sturdy fireplace screen when 
you have a fire.

•  If you use a wood-burning stove, have the chimney 
connection and flue checked each year. Make sure the 
stove is placed on an approved stove board to protect the 
floor from heat and coals.

• Never use your range or oven to heat your home.
•  Install smoke detectors near bedroom and on each level of 

your home. Test monthly. Change battery once a year.
• Keep a fire extinguisher handy.

                    Driving Safely In Winter Weather!
•  Have your can turned up, check tire tread or put on snow 

tires.
•  Keep emergency gear in your car for everyday trips; cell 

phone, flashlight, jumper cables, ice scraper, shovel, 
blankets and warning devices.

•  Avoid driving in snow.  If you must travel, drive slowly. 
Let someone know what route you’re taking and your 
expected arrival time.

•  If your car is parked outside, make sure the exhaust pipe 
and the area around it are free of snow before you start 
the car.  Snow packed can cause high levels of carbon 
monoxide in the car.

•  Don’t sit in a parked car with the engine running unless a 
window is open.

Hank Diamond


